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English 3
A Long Way Gone
by Ishmael Beah
Answering the following questions will help you to analyze the very important first page of the memoir. The literary terms that are bolded throughout are terms that you should know, but feel free to ask for a definition if needed.
1. The first question asked on this page gives us some pretty significant information. What basic information do we learn from the line, “Why did you leave Sierra Leone?”

2. Tone is the attitude that an author takes toward the subject matter that he/she is discussing. When Ishmael Beah’s friends find out that Ishmael had witnessed “people running around with guns and shooting each other,” their response is “Cool.” Then, when they request that he tell them about it and about his life in Sierra Leone, Ishmael responds with, “Yes, sometime.” What do you think the author’s tone is toward the subject matter in this book?

3. Take a look at the way Ishmael answers his friends’ questions. What can you tell about how he must be feeling about the subject matter or being asked to remember his experiences? (Hint: How long are his answers? How in depth are they answered?)
4. Translate the line, “I smile a little.” We know that you know what it means but what is the connotation of this line? 

